Aechmea ‘Bert’ by Alan Herndon, Florida May 2010.

I need to make some comments on Aechmea 'Bert', the hybrid between Aechmea

fosteriana and Aechmea orlandiana. I have some plants that probably came from Foster's original cross (although this is hard to prove given the uncertain distribution of the Frase hybrids); they basically do not have any of the orange colors present in the leaves of Aechmea orlandiana. Plants currently for sale as 'Bert' are much more

colorful, and have better form, than these old clones. These newer clones could be

remakes of the original cross, or the result of more complex crosses within the

complex. Since these clones are just as large as the original, they arc clearly not

Aechmea 'Little Bert'. I don't know what Aechmea  'Viktor' looks like, so, in theory, this name could apply. ( Butcher’s comment – this is an Australian creation and probably never left Perth, Western Australia!) However, since no separate cultivar names are attached to these newer clones, we will probably have to come up with new, artificial names (think Clone 1, Clone 2...) to distinguish them. Unfortunately, this also means we will probably never be able to decipher their history.

The variegated form of Aechmea 'Bert', although readily available, has apparently

never been given a cultivar name. It is apparently unique in the way the variegation

skips generations. Offsets of variegated plants frequently lose all trace of variegation,

but offsets from these plants also frequently appear with fully developed variegation.

This trait means you don't want to discard plants that have lost variegation. It also

suggests that you should grow this plant in a clump in order to maintain some

variegated rosettes at all times.

